












































Alfred Trinca in the RAMC.

After completing the training course at
Crookham, Trinca was posted to France with a
field ambulance. Later, while serving at a
casualty clearing station he was threatened with
a court-martial for defying a British Army order
prohibiting emergency surgery in the front line.
Trinca, who always maintained that his first duty
was to save lives and limbs, had seen wounded
men die as a result of long delays in initiating
definitive treatment. He continued to operate on
the wounded and many lives and limbs were
undoubtedly saved, but he was soon arraigned
before a high-ranking board which included the
head of the RAMC. Apparently, the latter was so
impressed with A.J. Trinca's arguments that he
ordered the proceedings to be stopped and he is
believed to have remarked: “This man should be
decorated, not castigated”. As a result, new
orders were promulgated permitting surgeons to
perform emergency procedures at the front.
After being wounded by shrapnel and suffering a
severe serum sickness reaction from an
anti-tetanus inoculation, Alfred Trinca was posted
to No. 12 Stationary Hospital, Rouen. From

August 1916 to April 1918 he was Surgical
Specialist at the Marseilles Stationary Hospital.
Altogether, he served more than three years with
the RAMC. However, neither this service with the
RAMC nor his earlier service with the RAN has
been recognised by Australian authorities. As a
result his name and those of thirty-seven other
Victorian members of Kitchener's Hundred are
missing from the Honour Roll at the Shrine of
Remembrance.
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Cyril Checchi retired from medical practice in
his 90s and still lives in country Victoria.





